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    About Novelitist
Novelitist is a complete, web-based, e-book authoring solution that lets you work from anywhere and prioritizes organizing and safeguarding your work, pushing you to write, and exporting the final product of your labor, the finished book, in a distributable format.
 
Whether you write fiction or non-fiction, you can start from scratch and finish with an e-book ready to be distributed in any online store, or downloaded free if you so choose. What's more, you can also publish your book on the web, even as a micro-site, with just a few clicks — that's exactly how this very manual was published.
 
If you stumbled upon this guide incidentally, here's where to find us:
The Novelitist Website
Facebook
Twitter
YouTube
 
 
This is version 1.5.2 of the Novelitist User Guide
Last updated March 6th, 2024
This work was authored and published using Novelitist exclusively.
Copyright © Novelitist
 
 
 


    Why Novelitist?
No two writers are the same. Some folk is quick to define and prescribe what a writer is or how a writer should write, which method he should adopt, or how she should do this or that in order to achieve that 70,000 words goal.
These prescriptions don't fit all, or if they do, they are so general as to be useless, much like astrology. This is a problem for those who venture into the business of building writing tools that are more than a ballpoint pen - and even that simple tool may be subjected to endless hairsplitting.
It's a problem because those adventurers must strike a balance between prescribing how to do things and remaining flexible enough so that such prescriptions do not become laws set in stone that cannot be circumvented by the most particular, or the quirkiest, or the most pedantic of writers.
On one hand, who are we to say what's quirky and what's "normal" when it comes to writing? On the other, how dare we not provide all writers with all the tools that they could mix and match to achieve their optimum writing comfort and their maximum output?
To the "who are we," the answer is, we aren't. We aren't the ones to say. To the "how dare we," the answer is, we don't. We don't dare not to at least strive to provide a full toolbox from where all writers can pick the tools they need and assemble for themselves the ultimate machine that shall melt all hindrance and remove all friction between them and the act of creation.
The Fallacy, and Merits, of Minimalism
By looking at the number of writing tools that offer next to nothing besides a minimalist (that is, barren) user interface, you'd think that the lack of minimalism is what's preventing the contemporary writer from writing and publishing her book. 
Since the ultimate in writing minimalism has been with us for millennia in the form of the pen-paper-table triad, there is nothing new in transferring such simplicity into the digital domain. If how you write on your computer is little more than how you write with a pen in a notebook,  the benefits are, shall we say, minimal.
On the other hand, no one can deny that decluttering leads to better focus. Having fewer things in your field of attention is conducive to focusing better on those things. When typing in its purest form, simply allowing your fingers to be a conduit for your flow of thoughts, anything that's not the resulting text tailed by a blinking cursor is redundant, surplus, a hindrance. So such a mode of writing must certainly be available to the writer who wants and cherishes it, and even who the one who doesn't yet know better.
But it's not enough, because at other times, that very same writer will want to see his stats and obsess over them, will want to be buzzed by noise in the interface and thrilled by the colors and inspired by overseeing his own work taking shape, by surveying it and previewing it and musing over the result.
The Optionality of the Swiss Army Knife
In contrast to the minimalist trend, there is indeed such a thing as a painfully cluttered interface. But some people actually like that, go figure. What about them? Should they be stuck in unsatisfying minimalism? What about everyone in between, whom represent the bulk, it could be argued, like any normally distributed quantity, people who swing between bouts of minimalist obsession and a desire to play with all the bells and whistles available, of which the more, the better.
A Swiss Army knife has it all. You just need to opt for a tool, unfold it, and do whatever it is that you need to do. Then fold it, and put the whole apparatus back into your pocket, until you once more need to crack open a can, uncork a bottle, or cut some string.
All the tools are there, folded, waiting to be used. You can even use a few at the same time. You can also use none, yet they are available, out of the way, and it's up to you to activate them.
Now minimalism is no longer an excuse. It's a choice.
The answer
Novelitist offers not only the best of both worlds, but actually both worlds and all the worlds in between, and it puts the choice firmly in your grasp.
We don't presume to prescribe to you how to write, just as we don't tell you what to write - that would be rather bizarre, wouldn't it? Telling you how to do it is no less so. So here are all the tools, build your thing with and out of them, then write your oeuvre.
Beyond that territory of opinion and preference, lies the unforgiving realm of must-have features, that is features that, if not present, make the whole point of an app questionable.
We don't say that "Novelitist is a complete, web-based, e-book authoring solution" lightly. With Novelitist, you can indeed write your book from start to finish, and pull out on the other side an actual publishable e-book, without ever having to leave the app.
There are not many solutions out there offering this balance of unobtrusiveness and feature richness, all aiming to benefit the writer, all under the writer's control.
Indeed, for many writers out there, Novelitist might just be the answer.


    System requirements
Novelitist is a full-blown, complex, fiction writing web application available on large and small screens (most handheld devices).
Here is the recommended system configuration to optimally run Novelitist:
	Use a contemporary computer, with enough power to run modern web browsers smoothly.

	Use a computer with a screen resolution of at least 1366x768 pixels (standard laptop). Recommended display: a Full HD (1080p) screen.

	Use a modern, up-to-date web browser. Internet Explorer is an older, obsolete, browser that is not supported. Recommended browsers: Latest versions of Chrome, Firefox, Edge, Safari should all run Novelitist just fine. For the best experience, use Chrome.




    Privacy
Privacy is paramount on Novelitist. Not only generally, as repeatedly stated in our User Agreement, but paying attention to the specific needs of our writers. Writers, like most artists, are often very private people when it comes to their craft, and wary about their work becoming public before the time comes. We strive to address their privacy needs in full.
How we protect your data
We and our partners (cloud providers, payment processors, etc.) are using industry-standard security and privacy practices.
All traffic from your devices to our servers and back is encrypted using HTTPS (always look for the lock icon 🔒 in your browser’s address bar to ensure your connection is encrypted; various browsers may have a different visual indicator).
In addition to protecting your data in transit, we also secure your data-at-rest: our databases are secured with access control, plus an additional layer of encryption. Even if malicious actors somehow obtain the data, they would still have to decrypt it.
Absolute privacy
In addition to the above, Novelitist offers what we call absolute privacy, i.e., the possibility to encrypt your books locally, on your devices, using passwords that only you know and that never leave your device.
This ensures that not even our authorized staff (database administrators, other employees with elevated system privileges) can ever read your books while you write them, until you decide to publish.
This is a unique benefit that you won’t get with most cloud storage, and certainly with none of the book authoring solutions out there, to our knowledge. In most cases, even if your data is encrypted by the service, encryption is also managed by the service, which means the service also has the keys to decrypt your data for you, and therefore can see it in unencrypted form if they wanted to.
Unless you are given the opportunity to encrypt and decrypt your data exclusively on your devices, with a password that never leaves your device (and therefore only you know), there is no guarantee that the maintenance staff can’t see it, even without malicious intent.
Read all about the Novelitist absolute privacy feature in this very user guide.
Limited third-party online tools
We limit the use of third-party online tools, such as spell checking services, to ensure your data stays within Novelitist. That’s why we use in-house spell checking, instead of sending your text to a third-party service for review.
You can opt to use such services yourself, as browser add-ons, for example. We may, in the future, employ some such services, if that helps our users’ writing experience, but it will be clearly marked as a potential privacy breach, on a per case basis.
No advertising
By rejecting all forms of targeted advertising on Novelitist assets (main website, web application, etc.), we are shielding our writers from any nefarious trackers and data harvesters, for your peace of mind — and ours.
Your part
As much as we strive to protect your data, you must be part of this effort, lest it’s all in vain. The truth is that us humans are the weakest link in the security chain.
Use strong passwords
Choose strong passwords for your account and book encryption. Ideally, you’d use a passphrase, which is just a password, but longer and easier for you to remember. Remember that your protection is only as strong as your password is.
Never share your Novelitist passwords with anyone
 Your account password and your book encryption passwords should never be shared with anyone else, ever.
Novelitist staff or our partners will never ask for your account or encryption passwords, via any means. If that happens, don’t share the password, and please contact us immediately with the incident details. You may be the target of phishing or other bad behavior.
Third-party browser add-ons/extensions
Be careful about the third-party browser add-ons/extensions you install, and any other tools running on your device that can access your Novelitist application and the content displayed in it. There is nothing we can do to stop malicious software running on your device from reading or altering your data, if you gave it access to do so.


    What is a book?
Everybody knows the answer to this one. However, here we define what a book is in the context of Novelitist.
In the Novelitist app, a book is similar to the real thing: a distinct, self-contained body of work that is meant to be published and read. In that respect, a book in Novelitist is just a book.
The difference is, Novelitist also adds a few things to this "book" notion, which is relevant during the writing phase: section management, organization, special sections (characters, places, etc.), in short, all the things that help you write, but don't end up in the published material.
All of that is encapsulated with the book itself, in a single unit that can be backed-up and restored as such.
A Novelitist book is the book itself, plus the structure to aid in writing it.


    Managing books
Creating a book is as simple and straightforward as it can get. In fact, the first time you use Novelitist, creating your first book is the only thing you can do. There are currently no restrictions on the number of books you can create and hold in your library at any one time.
You can then edit your book, backup your book on your computer, restore it as you please, or delete it definitively.
Let's see how that entire process unfolds with a simple example. We are creating a new book, then we backup it, then we delete it, and finally, we restore it from the backup. (Note: you cannot see the file open dialog box in the screen capture, but it's there).
 

 
Deleting books is hard
Sometimes you need to delete a book. Maybe you've created it by mistake, with the wrong template, or you just can't bear the sight of it anymore. It happens.
Like with sections, we make it difficult for you to accidentally delete a book. Even after you've done it, if you followed the best practice of regularly backing-up your book as a file on your computer, recovering and restoring your work is trivial.
Backup as a file
Backing up your work as a file on your computer deserves a few words. The ability to download any of your books as a simple single file on your computer means that, at any time, even when offline or after you've decided to stop using Novelitist, you are firmly in possession of your work. Also, should anything go awry with our systems (it happens), your data is safe with you.
The counterpart of the file backup is its restoration. You can restore a book from a backup at any time. Note: the restoration will overwrite the live version, if it's still there.
The Novelitist file format is a simple, human readable file (straightforward JSON, for the tech savvy). You can extract your work from it using any text editor.
TIP: Copying the backup files to your local Google Drive, OneDrive, Dropbox, etc. folder, thus automatically saving them in your private cloud storage, provides additional guarantee that your work is safe.
NOTE: currently, backups do not support images. Only your text content, with the image references in it, will be backed up, not the actual binary image data.


    Getting organized
Writers often work in a non-linear fashion. That's, in fact, one of the problems with creative writing. It's hard to determine beforehand what (and where) points A and B are, plot a course between them, and then follow it unwaveringly. In reality, it's usually jumping from one idea to the next, delaying execution (the actual writing), going on tangents, backtracking, redoing, starting over.
Organizing your work properly, making some sense of the chaos, adding some method to the madness is critical. We'd argue that organization (leading to better focus) is the most important thing you can do to boost your writing output, more important than any other tool.
It is why the tools to help you get, and stay, organized, are a priority in the Novelitist app. We provide ample and granular organizing features.
A writer's dossier
Imagine a real-life dossier, a substantial collection of seemingly disparate documents, a pile of typewritten pages, magazine clippings, photos, bookmarks, handwritten Post-It notes stuck on some pages like parasitic fungus on trees, perhaps organized in distinct bundles by criteria impenetrable to anyone but the perpetrator of this arrangement, all bound together with paper clips, staples, envelopes, sleeves, and the odd bit of rubber band.
This is often what the premise of a new book looks like, its primal state before organization and synthesis before it becomes a book. There is no way for anyone, except the author, to make sense of that jumble, let alone to prescribe some fit-for-all organization recipe. That's why we don't assume to prescribe anything to you, but only provide the digital pen and paper, sticky notes, clips, envelopes, sleeves, and rubber band, and let you make the best use of them in the way it makes sense to you. In this digital realm, we call these stationary items sections.
Sections and section types
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Navigate your book as a tree structure. Add sections as you need them.The fundamental unit of a Novelitist book is a section. Sections belong to one of two broad categories: sections that hold some content (content sections), and section that only bind the former (binding sections).
Content sections would correspond to files in a file system, while binding sections would correspond to folders (directories), but the similitude ends there: here we can have sections with the same name, and content sections have no problem having children sections.
The available section types are:
	Manuscript: This is the top-most binder of your book. Everything that goes into the final book must be placed under a manuscript, or it won't be published.

	Binder: This is simply a binder of other sections. Think of it as a folder on your computer. Using binders makes for better organization, and allows multifaceted exploration of your work (as a list of sections, as an editable continuum of sections, or as a preview).

	Text: This humble, basic, section type is where the actual writing happens. You will write your entire book in these text sections. This is a publishable section type.

	Image: This is a standalone, full-page, image, e.g. a cover image, Do not confuse with images you can insert inline in your text sections. This is a publishable section type.

	Characters: This is a special binder for Character Files.

	Character File: This is a character file, with a special structure for defining your characters.

	Places: This is a special binder for Place sections.

	Place: This provides a special structure for defining physical (or virtual) places.

	Research: This is a special binder to hold your research notes.

	Ideas: This is a special binder for your Idea sections.

	Idea: This is a special section type for you to crystallize your ideas.


The most important principles to keep in mind regarding book organization are:
	One Manuscript with one Text section is all you need. You can publish a book with just that. The rest really is optional, and depends on your style of working.

	Everything to be published must be placed under a Manuscript. Whatever falls outside a Manuscript (of which you can have several in the same book) will not be published. This allows you to keep text and image sections unpublished by simply holding them outside of a Manuscript binder.

	You can create as simple or as complex a book organization as you like - the tools are there, and are very flexible. With few restrictions, you can create as many as you want of anything, and you can put anything inside anything (e.g. a binder within a section, or a section within another section), which is a departure from how you see files on your hard drive, and it offers tremendous freedom to organize the way you like.

	Only Text and Image sections are publishable. You can therefore litter your book with any other section types, at any level, without worrying they will end up in the final book. For example, placing a Research binder close to where you need it, say, in a certain chapter, does not affect the published book. That binder and its contents will be simply skipped. This allows you to keep related information close together without affecting the published book.

	Empty publishable sections (text and standalone images) are not published. If you wonder why your newly added section doesn't show in the table of contents when publishing, make sure it's not empty.




    Managing sections
Sections are the basic building blocks of your book. You can call them parts, chapters, subchapters, etc., if you want, but that's just one, certainly valid, way of looking at them. You will create, edit, and delete sections as a routine activity.
Let's take a look at how to create, and eventually, get rid of a section. The example uses a Text section, but it's the same for any section type.
 

 
Deleting sections is hard
It's worth noting how hard it is to accidentally delete your work, with Novelitist. Before a section is gone for good, it must be first trashed (or binned if you live East of the Atlantic), where it stays until you either restore it or delete it. If you recover it, that's the end of that story.
If you delete a trashed section, it's still not gone, but instead goes into a sort of limbo, where it stays until it is purged. While in limbo, it can be recovered, and then restored, as if nothing happened, and you can move on happily.
Only when you purge a deleted section will it finally go away for good. Note that purges occur automatically as well, on a time-based logic: Deleted sections that are left in limbo for more than seven days will be automatically purged the next time you open the book.
In summary, we make it difficult for you to delete your work accidentally. You must trash (bin), delete, and purge anything to have it gone for good. With this system, it's nearly impossible to ever delete something accidentally.
 
Moving sections is easy
Moving a section around is as simple as dragging and dropping it where you want it. Alternatively, you can use the Move To dialog box, accessible from the book explorer right-click menu.
 



    Finding everything
No matter how well and carefully you've organized your work if you can't navigate that organizational structure easily, there is little point in having it. It event could be argued it does more harm than good. For larger books with a more complex structure this becomes quite relevant, and not getting lost within it means a great deal.
That's why you get a multifaceted and granular look at your book's structure. The main navigational control is the explorer, the tree-like structure in your left sidebar. Every time you select a binding section (e.g., a Manuscript or Binder), you will note that there are three ways of looking at its contents:
	List

	Text

	Preview


From within any mode of browsing the binder's content, you can readily open a particular section and resume working on it.
List
The List mode, well, lists all the contents of the selected binder, of all types, and on all levels. The list can be filtered to narrow it down, to more easily find what you're after.
Text
The Text mode lists only the Text sections inside the binder, from all nested levels, in a continuous body of rich text that can be edited in place.
Preview
The Preview mode outlines all the publishable content inside the binder, on all nested levels, as it would look when published.
 
Searching within a book
Yet another means of finding content is by directly searching for what you need.
Let's see how all of the above is accomplished, using this very user guide as an example.
 



    The writing environment
What the Novelitist app offers authors is a full-fledged writing environment. It consists of:
	navigation tools, including search

	a rich-text editor

	other ancillaries (statistics, work tracking tools, metadata editing, etc.)


You can think of it as your very own virtual writing desk. You can customize it to your liking and those preferences are saved on a per-book basis and reloaded when you reopen that book. This allows you to work in different styles on different books if you so wish.
The interface consists of your top menu, two toggleable sidebars (one for navigation, another for ancillary tools), and the all-important central workspace, containing the rich text editor.
Let's see how that works. Note that upon refreshing the page, your settings are kept.
 



    The editor
Novelitist uses a full-featured rich text editor, which allows authoring of material ranging from bare text to rich media content. This is so because we aim to serve writers who publish on different media, including the web.
This editor was developed by writers, with writers, and for writers*. Beyond the obvious and well-known rich content controls (bold, italic, underline, image, table, etc.), the Novelitist editor offers some benefits that will be important to many writers.
As is customary with Novelitist, keeping things simple or going full throttle is a matter of your choice, not an app limitation.
The editor zoom
You can zoom the editor content proportionally without actually altering the font size. If you like to work on big, clearly visible text, you'll find this quite a boon. You can also zoom out to the limit of legibility, just to get a bird's eye view of the overall layout. This setting is saved on a per-book basis.
The editor width
Make the editor narrower or wider, according to your preference. In combination with the editor zoom, this allows you to hit that perfect character count per line, which seems to be anywhere between 45-75 characters. Setting the text zoom and width to your liking ensures the optimal writing experience, tailored specifically to you—by you. This setting is saved on a per-book basis.
The editor height
You can also set the editor height, in the same way. This may be useful especially on large screens, in Distraction-free mode, to make the text you’re working on as center-screen as possible.
Paragraph style
This is another of those seemingly innocuous things that can actually get quite annoying for some people. For practical purposes, there are two main defaults to align a paragraph text: left-aligned or justified.
The difference is that the left-alignment distributes the white space between words equally, which results in a variable tail of white space at the end of each line, while justified text has no white space at the end of each line, but instead distributes all that white space between the words in that line, in an inevitably unequal fashion, which moves the irregularity of the right margin into the body of text.
Traditionally, physical book text is justified (something that has been transferred to e-books, too), due to the possibilities of physical typography, while screen text is left-aligned (like this very document you are reading in a browser of your screen).
In addition, traditional book paragraphs are not separated by any empty space, while the screen paragraphs are. Another difference: (e-)book style paragraphs have an indented first line, whereas web paragraphs don't.
 Of course, there are no hard and fast rules, so you can do what you like while you write your book. You get to select which paragraph style you work with while writing, to closely reproduce the final look of the published work. 
 This setting is saved on a per-book basis.
NOTE: The published book does not take this setting into account. If you publish as e-book, it will have book-style paragraph (justified, no vertical spacing), if you publish as HTML, you'll get web paragraphs (left-aligned, vertically spaced). E-readers will override this anyway according to user preference.
Zoom, width, height, paragraphs—all together 
Using these settings together, you can adjust the editor exactly the way you like it! Your editor is never going to be too wide, or too narrow (on both the horizontal and the vertical), or the font too small for your eyes.
[image: Customized editor]The customized editor: narrower, shorter, using text size, and book-style paragraphs.Monospace or variable-width font
If you like the typewriter-style text while you write, you can set the editor to use a monospace font.
In the next image, the editor uses a monospace font, meaning each and every letter has the same width. This looks like what you'd get with an old typewriter.
The monospace looks more monotonous, more uniform, less distracting. Appears airier, but at the same time angular, colder. The same text wraps into more lines, since most lines are longer—there are no "savings" with narrower letters, since they're all the same width. 
[image: Text in monospace font]Write using monospace font.In the image below, the editor uses a "normal", modern, variable-width font. It seems a tad less organized by comparison, but it looks more familiar and perhaps friendlier, since it's the font in which you normally read. 
[image: Text in variable-width font]Write using variable-width (“normal”) font.The difference may be subtle, but crucial. 
The minimalism of monospace, arising from its uniformity, can be great for writing, yet writing with a variable-width font you see the same effect while you write that others will see when they read it.
Either way, it's great to have the option of switching between them while writing, no matter what your preference. And preferences often change with time.
NOTE: This setting only affects the editor. It’s doesn’t affect the book exports.
Read-only mode
This is a simple switch that serves the double role of 1) preventing you to edit your work by mistake while browsing it, and 2) instant preview of the work, as it gets all the editor elements out of the way. Also saved on a per-book basis.
 
Let's see all some of these features in action, using this very user guide as an example. (Note that this video is now old, and doesn’t reflect the latest editor updates.)
 


It’s worth noting that all of these editor features are all available in Distraction-free Mode as well and that these settings are saved per book, so you can have different settings across your library.

* No writers were hurt in the process.


    Rich-text editing
Typewriters made things pretty simple by being forbidding machines that pretty much allowed a writer's thoughts to unfold on paper as letter signs stamped with a loud clack in a matter-of-fact and decidedly irreversible manner.
You had no bold, no italics, no deleting. You could do a few tricks for emphasis, but nothing fancy. When they weren't written by hand, the world's masterpieces were written like that. Yes, the horror.
Enter computers, and we really get spoiled for choice.
We shout in bold, we insinuate in italics, we resize and colorize and decorate and try to make words more visual, sometimes forgetting we're supposed to treat them as vehicles for ideas, not pictures on paper. We convey emotion not only by choosing and arranging words, which is ultimately what the craft is about but by giving these letter signs special meaning by means of a standout appearance.
And when even that's not enough, guess what? These: 😎💗🐒
To top it all up, sometimes one image is worth a thousand words, and it's for you to decide if you want to replace them with pretty pixels.
 
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]273,280 pixels worth a thousand words. 
Yet at other times, one really itches for the clarity of the tabular format:
	Device
	Pros
	Cons

	Pen & Paper
		Use anywhere

	Fast free-style handwriting

	Dirt-cheap (if you use the basic stuff)


		Perishable

	Often illegible

	Unpublishable as-is

	Not secure

	Can be expensive (Moleskine, anyone?)



	Typewriter
		Anyone can read your handwriting now

	Hipster creed


		Perishable output

	Tedious to work with, and noisy

	Needs maintenance

	Editing is a pain



	Novelitist 🏆
		Use anywhere, solid multiple backups — never lose your work

	Comprehensive and fast

	State-of-the-art rich text editing experience

	Publish in many formats (EPUB, HTML, or text)

	Secure and private

	Consistenly affordable


		Pulitzer prize not included





Or maybe one feels at times that the point must be driven home on the subject of the '80s being the pinnacle of human civilization with nothing less than audio-video material:
 

 
When all is said and done, and just remains to be written, some tell it with the simplest visuals that speak by virtue of their very existence in a certain formation, while others insist on adding more by means of enhanced graphics.
Some writings are meant for the uniform, bland, visual landscape of a book page, while others are destined for the colorful carnival of the web. Some are fiction, some are dry, cold, non-fiction, perhaps even science writings.
Regardless, Novelitist puts the necessary tools right in your competent hands. What you choose to do with them is your business only.
A final note: In a "proof is in the pudding" twist,  know that the rich-media page before you has been edited using Novelitist itself.


    Adding notes to yourself
Self-editing while writing—many of us are guilty of this which many others call a great sin. It gets in the way of your flow, dams the riverbed of your in-the moment ideas, so the argument against it goes. That may be true, but i doesn’t prevent writers from continuing to do it regardless.
So if you’re going to commit this “sin” (and you are), at least do it right: Just add a quick note on the spot and move on, continue writing. A note can be anything, like a quick reminder for later, a quick suggestion to yourself when you revisit your work, or even a way to organize your writing.
Your annotations are automatically removed from the exported book, so you don’t even need to worry about that. Just drop a note wherever you need one.
You can add two types of note, and as many of them as you need.
Inline notes
Inline notes are made of, well, inline text intermingled with your actual book text, that you mark as an inline note, and are visually decorated as such. To add one, simply select some text, select the Review menu tab, and click Convert to inline note.

[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Fig. 1 Adding an inline note You can also press CTRL + ALT + i (Windows) or ⌘ + ⌥ + i (Macs) to quickly add an inline note.
Notes (maginalia)
These are “regular” notes, like Post-it® notes that you “stick” on your page, and don’t interfere with the flow of text at all. Clicking Add note in the menu shown in Fig. 1, you’ll be able to add a regular note to your text. You can also press CTRL + ALT + n (Windows) or ⌘ + ⌥ + n (Macs) to quickly add regular note.

The inline and regular notes can coexist peacefully in the same paragraph, but not on top of each other.
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Fig. 2 Notes An inline note, and a regular note. Both are excluded automatically from book exports.
Helpful as they may be (for you), your notes are never exported with the rest of the book. It’s like they’re not there at all. You don’t need to do anything to ensure they aren’t published. They just aren’t.
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Fig. 3 No notes in book exports Your notes are automatically removed from the exported material.
Managing your notes
Click on the Review menu item in your left-hand side vertical toolbar, and voilà, you get all your notes, across the entire book. Click on each to navigate to its exact place in the book. This can also serve as an extra tool to organize your material. For example, leave inline note in places you already know you need to revise later.

Notes on mobile devices
Please note (sic!) that notes are visible when you write on a small-screen mobile device, but you can’t edit them. Use a large screen (e.g., your laptop) to edit notes.



    Real-time spell checking
Your spelling is checked in real-time, as you type. Besides misspelled words, the checker detects common mistakes such as double spaces, wrong spaces around punctuation, apostrophe misplacement, capitalization mistakes and so on.
You can ignore words or add them to your custom dictionary.
The speller works with many languages, too, but some proofreading features are only available for English.


    Automatic sync
Novelitist saves your work seamlessly, as you type, in real-time, so you don't need to do anything in particular to save your work. You just need to write, and not worry about losing any of it.
Once your work is saved in the cloud, you can access it from anywhere, on any compatible device, as long as you have internet access.


    Distraction-free mode
Aka "Do not disturb" mode, this puts you right in the middle of that minimalist environment coveted by many. There will be nothing else on your screen, except the page you need to fill. We say "screen" because in this mode Novelitist also goes full-screen, effectively turning your monitor into the theater of your written thoughts. 
Going in and out of the Distraction-free Mode is just one click or keypress away. With that, you can switch between the fully-featured environment and the bare minimum that allows you to write.
To enter Distraction-free Mode: press F11 on Windows or ⌃⌘ + F on a Mac.
To exit Distraction-free Mode, press F11 or Esc on Windows, or ⌃⌘ + F on a Mac.
Here's how it works.


 
Note that your chosen visual theme and your editor settings fully apply to the Distraction-free Mode as well, thus keeping your writing environment consistent.


    Exporting your book
So you've finished writing your book, and are now ready to share it with the world, or maybe just with your editor and a couple of friends.
With Novelitist, you do that by exporting it, which simply means downloading it in widely used file formats that can be publicly distributed.
Your book may be a jumble of what you’ve put in there to help you write it (such as story elements files, research, random stuff, etc. — that’s your business, no one’s judging), but the public export will contain only the material that is publishable:
	Text and image sections only

	Only those placed under a manuscript binder


This means you automatically get order in your published material out of the chaos in the writing process, by abiding by the two simple rules above.

You can export your book in several widespread formats:
	EPUB

	HTML

	PDF

	Word (.docx)

	Plain Text


To export your book, go to the book management view, and select the format you want to publish.
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Selecting a format to publish your book.

    Exporting EPUB
The EPUB format is an open format that further allows you to convert it to any other common e-book format, including proprietary formats such as AZW3, KF8, and KFX, using the appropriate tools.
When you choose to export your masterpiece as EPUB, you will have the option of adding a Table of Contents and fine-tune it. When you're done, just download the resulting .epub file and use it in any way you want.
It's that simple: You seamlessly went from editing your masterpiece to casually downloading it as an EPUB file with a few clicks, without ever leaving Novelitist. As a matter of fact, you can download the EPUB version of this very guide, to see what we mean.
 


NOTE: the final look of your e-book (how your reader sees it) will be dictated by the device it is read on (as it should — your readers should choose what looks best to them): font family and size, paragraph styles, background color, and so on. 
 


    Exporting HTML
You can export your book as HTML, in three different ways:
	as a simple single file that contains the whole book

	as a single file that can be navigated using a Table of Contents

	as a static micro-site, where each section is a different page (this is how the very user guide you are reading has been published)


This way, you can actually host your book anywhere on the web, or convert it to other formats, from HTML.
Just like with EPUB exporting, it's that simple: You seamlessly went from editing your book to casually downloading it as an HTML file or microsite archive, with a few clicks, without ever leaving Novelitist.
 



    Exporting plain text
This is the minimalist format for the hardcore writer — no rich text, no images, sparse (or broken) formatting, nothing between you and the reader but your choice of words.
Sometimes this is the format you want for sending to your editor or even for publishing.


 


    Exporting Word (.docx)
Since .docx (Microsoft© Word™) is the de facto document format, it’s used widely to edit, store and share rich text.
Although you can write your entire manuscript and export it as an e-book without ever leaving Novelitist, sometimes you need a Word file to send others for perusal, editing, and so on.
Novelitist supports Word (.docx) export, as an online-only feature (you can’t export to Word while offline).
To export as a Word file, simply select the respective exporter, and download the file. For some books, the export process may take a while, please be mindful of that and be patient.
There is no browser preview available for Word files. You must download them to actually see their content.
Note: The Word (.docx) export is not available offline.
Privacy note: We convert to Word (.docx) on our servers, where the book is sent without the additional layer of encryption (see our absolute privacy feature), so that we can convert it. We do not store the unencrypted book data sent for conversion. It exists on our servers briefly, until we convert it, then it’s discarded.


    Exporting PDF
Adobe© PDF is the most widespread portable document format, for stable documents (that won’t be edited further, or undergo minimal editing).
PDF is a format optimized for print, so it usually translates quite poorly to screens, especially to small ones, like e-book readers, tablets, smartphones. You may have noticed that when attempting to read most PDFs on your Kindle. That’s why exporting to PDF as the final target format for your e-book is not a good idea.
That said, there are certainly cases where you actually want a PDF file (e.g., for a small, printable, leaflet kind of e-book, etc.).
Novelitist supports PDF export, as an online-only feature (you can’t export to PDF while offline).
To export as a PDF file, simply select the respective exporter, and download the file. For some books, the export process may take a while, please be mindful of that and be patient.
There is no browser preview available for PDF files. You must download them to actually see their content.
Note: The PDF export is not available offline.
Privacy note: We convert to PDF on our servers, where the book is sent without the additional layer of encryption (see our absolute privacy feature), so that we can convert it. We do not store the unencrypted book data sent for conversion. It exists on our servers briefly, until we convert it, then it’s discarded.



    Work tracking basics
Tracking your work is critical if you want to know where you stand with your writing, at all times. Unless you do it consistently and scientifically, you’ll never get a clear picture, and you’ll fall into the delusion that you’re actually making progress when you’re not — or at least not the progress you think you’re making.
This is universal, not just in the writing business: If you don’t know where you are now, where you’re headed, and how fast you’re going, you’re in the dark.
Novelitist offers a comprehensive set of tools for monitoring your writing habits. Their ease-of-use is paramount. Writers don’t have the time (nor the inclination, let’s be honest) to measure their performance consistently, so Novelitist does it for them. Analyzing this performance, however, after skipping the tedious step of measuring, is something any writer should be able to do, and learn from it.
Setting up work tracking
Let’s look at a few key notions you must to understand about tracking your writing habits. These are the only things you need to attend to. Novelitist then takes over all the heavy-duty data gathering and counting and statistics.
1. Book total word count goal
You should set a goal for your book — how many words are you aiming for? Unless you know where you’re going, you won’t get there.
Go to the Manage view in the left-hand side menu, and set a Words goal for your book in the Book Statistics & Goals section of the right-hand side toolbar (see figure below).
Without setting a word count goal, Novelitist is unable to tell you when you’ll finish your book.
2. Book deadline
You should set a deadline for your book. Unless you know when you’re supposed to finish, you’ll protract and procrastinate. You know it. You can set a deadline in the Manage view, under the Book Status section of the right-hand side toolbar (see figure below).
Unless you set a deadline, Novelitist can’t tell you how you fare towards it.
3. Word count and writing time goals
You can set writing goals for word count and time spent writing per hour, day, week, month, and year. You can set none, all, or some of these goals, depending on your preferences. For example, you can set a daily word count goal and writing time goal, but you can at the same time set these per week, or month (or year).
It’s like saying, “I want to write 5,000 words per day, and I want to spend two hours writing per day.” Then, you just write your book as you would normally, and Novelitist will tell you if you meet these targets or not, and how often you do (or don’t).
Goal setting is a tremendous motivator for most people, and you should leverage it as well.
You set these goals in the right-hand side toolbar:
[image: Set up book work tracking]Set up book work tracking. Once you set these, Novelitist knows how to measure, track, analyze, and show this data to you. Reviewing your writing habits
Once you’ve done the minimal setup described above, the rest becomes automatic — simply write your book, and the numbers are updated in real time. That’s what it means that you always know where you stand. You’ll know how much you wrote per day (week, month, or year) in terms of word count and time spent writing, and much, much more in the writer statistics section. 
It’s that simple.
Per-section tracking
You can also do some of the above at section-level. For example, you can set word count goals and deadlines per section. Novelitist measures how long you’ve got left for each section until its deadline arrives.


    Writer statistics

You can’t improve what you don’t measure.
— Peter Drucker (probably)


Would you like to know how many words you’ve written each day (or week, or month)? How many hours you’ve spent on your book this year? With what accuracy you’ve actually achieved your goals? You should.
Without knowing where you stand, it’s all too easy to get lost in wishful thinking, timing delusions, and procrastination — a writer’s usual enemies.
However, understandably, measuring these things, as useful as they turn out to be, is not something a writer’s creative mind is particularly bothered with.
This is why Novelitist takes care of all the tedious bits. You just need to write your book, and then look at the neat compiled data to draw your learning from it — because you will learn a lot about your inner writer.
You just write, real-time statistics follow
With a less comprehensive solution, tracking your work is a drag. You’d have to:
	count your words across several documents (unless you write your book into one gigantic doc), using rather primitive tools

	manually keep track of every day’s work separately, in something like a spreadsheet

	calculate your pace (words-per-day average) by yourself

	put it all, along with a deadline date, into some-third party calculator…


… only to get very little meaningful details in the end, like an estimate on when you’ll finish. Rinse, repeat.
Little wonder no writer does that consistently. It’s rather silly. And so writers miss on this very important tool — the ability to track progress accurately and comprehensively, and draw lessons about the writing process from it.
Novelitist accomplishes all of the above, and much more, seamlessly, in real-time as you write, day in and day out, ceaselessly, and puts it in front of you as it is. You. Just. Write.
This is the basic data that Novelitist gathers and compiles for your effortless perusal, while you simply write your book:
	Your book’s current total word count

	The total number of words you’ve written (with deleting and re-writing stuff, it may differ from the total book word count)

	The total number of hours you’ve spent writing your book

	Your daily, weekly, monthly and yearly pace (words per day/week/month/year)

	The daily, weekly, monthly and yearly amount of hours you’ve spent writing

	Your goal achievements

	Your circadian writing habits


Let’s look at some of these, and more, in some detail. First, here’s a synopsis of what you’ll get when you click Advanced statistics in the right-hand side toolbar:
[image: Comprehensive writer statistics]A sample of the writer statistics that Novelitist generates for you, after you set your deadline and goals, and then simply write your book as usual.Now let’s break this down into its components.
Your current status report
This is self-explanatory: you get a current status report of your work, easy to understand, written for humans, not robots. This is based on your book word count goal, your book deadline, and your daily pace, and it’s dynamic — changes with your habits and progress.
[image: On track to finish your book]This is where you want to be.[image: You'll miss your deadline]This is where you don’t want to be.[image: You've missed your deadline]This is where you definitely don’t want to be.Detailed progress chart
This is where you can track your progress in detail, on a daily, weekly, monthly, or yearly basis. You can see, at a glance, how you fare towards your word count and time-spent-writing goals.
To our knowledge, this is unlike anything you’ll find in any other tools, and it requires no effort on your side, except that of actually writing your book. You won’t have to manually enter data, as you would in a spreadsheet, and then generate a chart from it. You only need to keep writing, and you want the red line to go up every day.
[image: Detailed book writing progress chart]The detailed chart of your progress lets you know exactly how much you wrote, in a day or in a year alike.Goal tracking
Once you’ve set any word count or time-spent-writing goals, Novelitist tracks your performance automatically and let’s you know where you stand towards these goals.
In this example, the writer has only set a daily word count goal, which she hits with reasonable consistency (80% of the time).
If you’re not hitting your goals consistently, Novelitist will give it to you straight, no sugarcoating.
[image: Book goal tracking]The goal hitting report is ruthless. Once you set goals, you’d better stick to them, or the table above turns red.Pace, averages, and records
These metrics are about your word count and time averages, and about your highlights: the day, week, month, or year when you wrote the most.
You may wonder why in this example the writer hasn’t clocked any writing hours. The answer is simple: copy-paste. When you do the same, i.e., copy and paste material from somewhere else into Novelitist, your word count increases (obviously), yet your time spent writing won’t. So you’ll only be able to half-fool yourself.
[image: Book writing pace, averages, records]Your averages and records.Circadian rhythm
Finally, there’s your circadian report. What time of day are you the most productive? When do you spend the most time writing? These are not the same.
You may be spending a lot of time writing in the evening, but end up with a lower word count then when you write in the morning, even if you spend less time writing in the morning. Because this is a matter of yield.
The circadian measurements may help correct such mismatches, guiding you towards a writing schedule that produces the maximum yield.
[image: Circadian writing habits]What time of day are you the most productive? Can this be optimized?Sharing your stats
The whole point of these statistics is to ultimately awaken accountability. You need to hold yourself accountable, if you’re serious about finishing your book.
If you want to extend your accountability circle towards your community, feel free to screenshot these stats and post them for others to see.
Privacy
The writer statistics are just a bunch of numbers stored on your devices, synchronized on our servers. There is nothing special about them, and they don’t contain any personal information whatsoever.
Closing thoughts
Set your goals and your deadline, keep writing, and consult your stats often, at least until you gain momentum. Your stats are calculated in real-time, and reflect your work mercilessly.
Your writer stats are designed to keep you grounded in reality, and help you reach that supreme achievement: your finished book. Dismiss or underestimate this tool at your peril.


    Text statistics and goals
Text statistics are calculated with section granularity and are cumulated for subsections and binders, so you know exactly how many words (and characters, sentences, and paragraphs) you have in any of these items since we account for nesting.
This is the same for readability statistics. We currently compute the Automated Readability Index, the Flesch-Kincaid Reading Ease, and the Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level readability scores.
These computations are done in real-time, so if you keep your right sidebar open you can see them updated as you type, no need to leave Novelitist and use other tools for this purpose.
For each of these metrics (text counts and readability scores), you can set goals. The text will then be measured against these, and you will always know where you stand in relation to them.
Here's how it works, using this very document as an example.


 
The readability scores deserve some belaboring.
Note that these readability scores don't necessary agree with each other — that's why there are more of them. Together they give you the best estimation about how difficult your text is. Remember that this is an estimation only, and it doesn't make or break the literary value of your work.
Looking at these scores is more useful when you are specifically and unapologetically targeting a certain audience. For example, writing for kids is a perfect example: Accounting for this score will keep you from writing long, convoluted sentences that kids won't easily understand.
The rules for the readability scores are simple. When you select a target audience, your text will be evaluated and you will get a simple verdict:
 Easily understood 
Your text will be easy to understand for your target audience. Easy comprehension is never a bad thing. However, you may intentionally want to write a difficult passage to illustrate the pomposity of a character, for example. If that passage is easy to understand, you may want to make it harder.
 Just right 
Your text has the right difficulty for your chosen audience. This is probably the sweet spot, where your audience is challenged, but not annoyed with your writing's opacity resulting from factors that these scores can catch.
 Too hard 
Your text is too hard to understand by your target audience. You may want to review your text, especially if you are aiming for younger readers and simplicity.
 
Ultimately, do take the readability scores with of grain of salt. To prove a point, have a look at the following examples. Enter Ernest Hemingway:

[image: Analysing the readability of Ernest Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants”]Analysing the readability of Ernest Hemingway’s “Hills Like White Elephants”A hundred and fourteen words make up a paragraph that's just right for sixth graders in terms of reading ease.
 
Along comes Marcel Proust:
[image: Analysing the readability of Marcel Proust’s “Swann's Way”]Analysing the readability of Marcel Proust’s “Swann's Way”A hundred and thirty-one words (about the same amount as Ernest's passage) make for a paragraph that's suited to people around college age.
Like these two illustrious predecessors, you can make great literary art in your own way, and that's the only way for you. Our tools are only here to help you orientate, and then you must still do whatever you feel like.


    Keep an eye on your characters and places
Once your novel becomes any degree of complex, with many characters and places, it becomes tedious to keep track of it all. With generic document editors like Word or Google Docs, you get no way of tracking your story elements (primarily characters and places) in a sane way.
Enter Novelitist.
Characters go places
Even one character, roaming the vast landscape of 70,000+ words, is daunting to track down. Which scenes is this guy (or gal, or monster, etc.) featured in? Do I need to re-read my whole book to get some sense of this character’s arc? Or do I keep searching for it every time I need to remind myself of what it’s been doing so far?
What about the key places of my book? You run into the exact same issues as with following your characters around.
Get a hold on your story elements
Keeping track of your characters and places needn’t be a chore. With just a bit of organizing on your part, Novelitist makes it really easy to get a firm grip on what’s going on, where, and who’s doing it.
Describe your characters and places
Create character and place profiles anywhere in your book (preferably inside a Characters, or Places, container, respectively). Don’t worry, these files don’t get published, no matter where you place them.
Once you’ve created those profiles, you need to go through the following steps:
	Enjoy!


Now your characters and places are tracked by your editor automagically. Let’s see what that looks like:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Predefined characters and places are automatically tracked by your editor!Note the three character files in the left-hand side tree: Paracelsus, Death, and Charon. Then note the highlights in the editor. Also note that some of these highlights don’t seem to be reflected by any of your character file names!
That’s because you can give your characters (or places) aliases, which will be parsed and tracked as well. Look:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Based on a character’s (or place’s) name and aliases, you get a series of tracking strings.That’s why Charon is also highlighted as the boatman, and Death as the Reaper or the Taker of Souls. As for Paracelsus’ full name, that’s also covered, along with his other monikers.
Note: Your text much match exactly (with case-sensitivity as well) these tracking strings in order to get them highlighted in your editor. In this example, “Paracelsus” will be highlighted, but “paracelsus” won’t.
Now follow them around!
The automatic highlighting of your characters and places in the editor is certainly nice to have. It makes it so much easier to follow the text, and easy to spot who said something or did something to whom. However, that’s only half the story (pun intended).
You can do much more, like glancing over a character’s profile while writing (to make sure you keep your character in character).
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Who’s the “boatman,” really?[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Glance at the details of any character or place, without leaving the editor.Probably the most powerful thing you can do is instantly finding out where does any of your characters make an appearance.
By clicking on the Track as buttons in the editor menu (or in the character/place profile), you get a list of all the occurrences of that story element, with context. Click on those search results, and you’re instantly transported at that exact spot in your book. What a time-saver!
Note: As opposed to the in-text highlighting of your story elements, this search is not case-sensitive, to catch all occurrences that you may have not capitalized by mistake. You can easily make it case-sensitive by checking “Match case” and repeating the search.
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Click on the “Track as” strings to see where a character features in your book.The Story toolbar
Select Story in your left-hand side ribbon menu, and you gain access to story element tracking settings and a centralized repository of your characters and places:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]The “Story” toolbar controls story element tracking. Disable it if you don’t like it.If you don’t want to have your characters and places highlighted in your editor, simply disable tracking. Enable it again if you change your mind.
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Disabling story element tracking prevents editor highlighting of your characters and places. Note how spellchecking kicks in, since those “misspelled” words are no longer seen as special (part of character or place names).Mobile usage
On small devices, although you get editor highlights, everything else is unavailable—it’s the nature of the medium; many things don’t fit inside a few inches of screen real estate. To take full advantage of this feature, use a large screen.
Final words
It’s hard to overstate how difficult and unpleasant it is to keep track of your story elements manually, as in a generic text editor.
It breaks your flow while writing, it’s error-prone, and conducive to mistakes like misspellings, story gaps and inaccuracies, etc.
While tracking your characters and places automatically doesn’t completely solve these problems, it takes you a long way towards a better book, written comfortably, if nothing else.
Describe your characters and places in dedicated profiles, and let Novelitist do the rest.


    Snapshots
Section snapshots are a way of preserving multiple versions of each section over time, as a way to go back and read older revisions and even restore them if a radical edit went wrong and you're unhappy with the result.
You can save snapshots of your work manually at any time. When you restore any of these snapshots, an automatic snapshot will be saved prior to the restoration, to prevent accidents.
The ability to save snapshots per section spares you having to go through large older revisions containing the whole book just to see what you were writing in a particular chapter a month ago.
Let's see how snapshots work, using this very section as an example.


 
NOTE: snapshots are not available offline, as they are not stored locally.
 


    Visual themes
Having the option to switch between multiple themes may seem extraneous to some, but they ignore the fact that fiction writers are, in fact, artists, and artists are notorious for their choice and use of tools, to match their personalities and moods and peculiarities.
Writing certainly is craft first and foremost, there's no denying it. But independent off that, there is this ineffable something, that je ne sais quoi, that elusive quality that some call "the gift," that one percent inspiration in addition to the ninety-nine percent perspiration that sees your work through until it becomes something truly great.
We'd argue that this sector of a writer's mind can be stimulated by such things as visuals and sounds, as they permeate awareness, evoke memories, encourage different connections and "Eureka!" moments. During the days when going outdoors is not an option, the screen you stare at while writing might just ease the burden by at least trying to be colorful and varied, less clinical than an office application. Or be as clinical and dry as possible — your choice.
That's why having only one or two options for how the screen in front of you is decorated visually is not enough. Novelitist provides multiple themes, so that each writer can find a suitable few. Among them, surely there is at least one light theme to use during the day, and one dark theme to use at night, for any writer out there.
Let's watch a cycle-through all the currently available themes.
 

NOTE: The writing ambient will play an even greater role in the future. We want you to write as if you were there, in the book, telling it (ahem, or rather showing it), as it unfolds.


    Absolute privacy
⚠CAUTION: Please read carefully before encrypting your books. You risk losing your data by locking yourself out of it.
In addition to industry-standard practices outlined in the Privacy section, which you’re encouraged to read, you benefit from what we call absolute privacy for your books.
What is absolute privacy?
Absolute privacy ensures no one in the world except yourself can read your books, until you’re ready to publish.
This is accomplished by:
	encrypting your books directly on your devices before sending them to the cloud

	using passwords that only you know and never leave your devices

	the passwords are not stored anywhere outside of your devices


The hole in data privacy
While almost every web app during these paranoid times provides a reasonable degree of user data privacy, there is one nasty hole in the middle of it.
If you entrust your data to an online application that does not provide the option to encrypt your data on your device, with a password that never leaves it, isn’t stored anywhere outside of your device, and only you know, then your data can be read by their staff with database read privileges, and that’s a fact.
With normal web applications, their database administrators and other authorized staff can read your data by simply looking in the database. Absolute privacy resolves precisely this.
When you write something in a note-taking app like Evernote, authorized Evernote staff can read it. When you write a document in Google Docs or save one in your Google Drive, authorized Google staff can read it if they choose to. You may only now realize this fact, but it’s a fact nevertheless. These two examples are big players that can be held accountable, and also offer to some degree the possibility for you to locally encrypt the data they hold on your behalf with a password that they do not store, and so they can’t use to decrypt and read your data.
Instant messenger apps, such as WhatsApp or Signal do a much better job of this, with end-to-end asymmetric encryption, but these are not apps that deal with document management — for example, you can’t edit a message you’ve already sent (except delete it altogether).
The vast majority of web applications out there don’t offer anything remotely similar, and therefore you must accept that staff with legitimate access to the database can simply read your data in there.
This is not that bad, since it’s standard practice, and company staff is legally bound to protect and never disclose user data. Nevertheless, people (and especially writers) may be uncomfortable with this state of affairs.
The case for absolute privacy
Books are meant to be read. Well, most are. However, you may entrust Novelitist with sensitive personal data, such as intimate journals and notes (remember that you can use Novelitist as a writer’s notebook as well, easily — in fact, you can forego your note-taking app subscription altogether, and just use Novelitist for note taking).
There are a few situations where you benefit greatly from absolute privacy as described above:
	 You want to protect sensitive, personal writings, that are not meant for publishing, ever: intimate journals, personal stories and accounts, research material, original ideas you value and would like to keep from prying eyes, etc.

	You want to make absolutely sure there are no premature “leaks” of your work — whether you’re an established writer, where that really matters, or a rising star.

	You just want to enjoy total peace of mind about your data not being readable by anyone else but yourself, until you deliberately make it public.

	You’re just really conscious about your content being read by an uninvited third-party.


How absolute privacy works
The core concept boils down to this: your book is encrypted on your device with a password that only you know and that never leaves your device. Then when the book is sent to our cloud, it’s already encrypted, and saved in the database as such. Now anyone with access to the database will only see gibberish, and unless they get the password from you (since we don’t store it anywhere), they’ll never be able to read it.
What gets encrypted
When you opt for absolute privacy for a book, you fully encrypt:
	The book itself in our database

	The section snapshots you’ve taken and we store

	All backups of that book in our cloud


NOTE: cover images, although not encrypted, are not displayed in your library (don’t freak out). That’s because the encrypted books don’t expose the cover image URL and so the cover image can’t be rendered in the library.
What’s not encrypted
Some things are out of scope for absolute privacy, and you need to be mindful of them:
	Any images you upload are not subject to absolute privacy, and are not encrypted.

	Your custom/ignored dictionary words for spelling purposes


Additionally, as a rule, anything that lives on your devices is decrypted, thus entirely readable: local backups in your browser, section versions, file backups, etc. They need to be decrypted, so that you can read and use them locally. On your device, your data must be protected by your device security measures (device PIN, biometrics, device storage encryption and so on). Absolute privacy strictly refers to what happens with your data outside of your devices.
Therefore when you download a file backup of an encrypted book on your device, that file backup won’t be encrypted (this is your escape hatch if you forget an encrypted book’s password — see below). It’s up to you if you want to encrypt that file on your device by other means.
How to encrypt a book
We’ve made encrypting your books on your devices, for absolute privacy, as easy and painless as possible. This works for existing books as well as newly created ones, and it’s entirely reversible (as long as you know the password). It’s a simple, seamless process that you can perform on any of your devices.
Step 1: Open an existing book or create a new one
Either open an existing book from your library, or create a brand new book, which will automatically open it.
Step 2: Click the lock icon above your left sidebar
[image: Step 1: Click the lock icon]Click the lock icon. Do it. This will bring up a dialog where you can set up absolute privacy via encryption on your book. This is what it looks like for an unencrypted (ordinary) book:
[image: Step 2: Set up book encryption]Set up absolute privacy on a book.Follow the setup instructions, and you’re done — your book is now encrypted and can only be read by you, when you decrypt it on your devices with the password you’ve set. No one in the world, including our staff with database access, can read it now. Never share your password with anyone, including Novelitist staff! We’ll never ask for it. If it appears that we do, contact us immediately, as you may be a victim of phishing or other bad behavior.
Use a strong password. The stronger the password, the harder to guess the encryption key. A length of ten characters is the minimum requirement we enforce, but make it as long as you can, make it a passphrase. Cracking a good password may take centuries, while cracking a weak one (short, predictable, using common words, etc.) may take mere seconds or minutes. Make a note of this password, and don’t lose it! If you forget it, you lose your book for good, unless you’ve previously saved a file backup of it.
A word on the “encrypted book name”: since the entire book is encrypted, including its name, you need to provide an identifier (name) for the encrypted version of the book, so that you’ll know what to input the password for when you decrypt it on your device. This new name is not encrypted, therefore visible in our database. You may use the actual book name, or choose any other decoy name, it’s up to you. This will then be the book name you (and everyone else) will see before decrypting the book (which only you can do).
Step 3: Manage your encrypted book
Once you’ve encrypted your book, click on the lock icon again (it now shows as a closed lock of a different color).
[image: Step 3: Manage your encrypted book]Manage your encrypted book.This brings up a dialog where you can:
	Change the book’s encryption settings: the encryption password and/or the book visible identifier (name). 

	Remove the book encryption entirely: this turns the book back into a normal, unencrypted book.

	Audit the book encryption: this is provided for your peace of mind — details below.

	Recover the book while you still have it open, if you think you’ve forgotten its password.


Everything here is self-explanatory and will allow you to manage your encrypted book with minimal friction.
Step 4: Auditing book encryption
For your peace of mind, you can at any time query our storage for the raw book data, exactly as it’s stored on our servers, using the dialog above (click “Audit book encryption” and follow the instructions). This raw data includes all the book data, with the section snapshots and cloud backups as well, and it’s what anyone in the world would see when looking at it in our cloud.
You will be presented with a raw book data dump, as below:
[image: Step 4: Auditing book encryption]Survey and audit the raw book data, exactly as it’s stored on our servers.The goal of this audit is to determine that none of your data (except the encrypted book name) is readable, i.e., it looks like gibberish, indecipherable.
The app runs an audit of this data in your browser, and can tell you if some of the data is readable when it shouldn’t. However, only your full visual inspection of it can provide the definitive verdict, since that’s the whole point of this audit — for you to see with your own eyes how your data is stored remotely.
Passed audit
If you can’t read any of your data in there, that means no one else in the world can, be they our database administrators or other authorized staff. That means the book encryption is comprehensive. This is the usual situation you’ll encounter.
Failed audit
If you can read some of your data in raw form, because it’s intelligible, that means book encryption is incomplete, which may sometimes happen when encrypting on different devices, due to sync issues, or an unstable network connection. Fixing it is as simple as re-encrypting your book (just click “Encrypt again”). You can even use the same password, it doesn’t matter, what matters is that the entire book data is again downloaded to your device, encrypted with the password only you know, and then re-saved as such in the cloud.
NOTE: For large books with many snapshots and backups, the raw data is too large to display in your browsers. You will be prompted to download it as a text file, which you can then open and audit on your device like any other file. The rest works just the same.
Absolute privacy is opt-in
Any Novelitist writer can choose to encrypt their books like this, thus achieving absolute privacy for that book. You may want to do this only for certain books, and that’s fine. That’s what it means that this is an “opt-in” feature — you can use it on some of your books, all of them, or none.
You can also opt in and out of absolute privacy for any book, i.e., once you’ve decided to encrypt a book, you can always reverse it, and vice versa.
Your book is still protected from outsiders by user account authentication and the default cloud encryption, even if you opt-out of absolute privacy. Absolute privacy is just the cherry on top of the entire privacy cake.
Absolute privacy pitfalls
Absolute privacy is a beautiful, empowering concept. Like with most beautiful and empowering concepts, there are some pitfalls to consider. Here are the most significant:
If you lose your password, you’ve lost your book
With the great power of keeping your writing absolutely private comes the great responsibility of being the only one able to decrypt and read your data.
Since only you can decrypt your books, no one can help you recover them if you lose your encryption passwords. 
Since we don’t know or store your book encryption passwords anywhere, if you forget them, there is no way we can help recover your lost encryption passwords — and that’s the whole point of absolute privacy! Without the correct password, the book remains forever encrypted, and therefore useless. You’ve essentially ransomware’d yourself, yet no matter what you’d pay, there’s no one to pay it to in exchange for the password, since you represent all parties here.
To sum this up: DO NOT FORGET YOUR BOOK ENCRYPTION PASSWORDS!
Data corruption
In the real world, things can, and will, go wrong. Internet connection is sometimes lost, your device sometimes dies due to a depleted battery, or freezes after a system error, and sometimes an electrical outage shuts down your computer. If that happens during the process of encrypting or decrypting a book, there’s a risk of incomplete encryption or decryption, which may result in the data becoming unreadable, with or without the password, and therefore the book is lost. This may happen exceedingly seldom, but it may nevertheless.
Avoiding absolute privacy mishaps
Fret not, for there is a counterpoint to the doom and gloom above. Ensuring you don’t lose your encrypted book even if you forget your password or the book gets corrupted is in fact quite easy, but it’s also your responsibility:
Backup your encrypted book as a file on your device as often as possible! Restore it from the file backup if you forgot the password.
The file backups on your device are always unencrypted (since they live on your device). The more recent the file backup, the less data you’ve lost when you’ve forgotten an encrypted book’s password.
So forgetting an encrypted book’s password is not the end of the world, but only provided you have a recent file backup of it. If you don’t, it is the end of the world for sure, at least for that book.
If you have a file backup of the encrypted book you’ve forgotten the password for, the book can be easily recovered:
	Delete the book from Novelitist

	Restore the file backup in your possession

	Re-encrypt the restored book if you wish


If you don’t have said file backup, all is lost, and there’s no recourse, by the very nature of absolute privacy.
Nagging password prompts
This comes with the territory. Since your encryption passwords are not stored anywhere, you’ll have to input a book’s password every time you open it on your device. You only have to provide the password once per session and book, and after that everything continues as normal. If you refresh the page or you open another book, you’ll be prompted for the password again.
Performance
Constantly encrypting and decrypting data on your devices does entail a performance hit, which may not be an issue on faster devices, like modern computers, but noticeable on slower devices, like older smartphones.
It’s entirely up to you to assess this privacy-performance trade off. In this light, you may choose to leave certain books unencrypted.
Trust points
Trust can never be entirely encoded in the machine. There is always a human side to it that simply cannot be made algorithmic. No matter how tight and prohibitive a security system is, at some point during that interaction we humans have to trust each other the old fashion way, based on incentives as old as our species.
As a matter of course, we entrust countless online systems with our data, which is stored in data centers often on different continents, based on the mutual understanding and agreement that 1) we care deeply about our data, and that 2) its stewards manage it in good faith. Our incentive is that we need that data stored online for availability everywhere we go. The businesses’ incentive is, well, retaining our business.
In the particular case of our absolute privacy implementation that we provide to all customers (writers), you need to make a leap of faith, and trust that:
	Novelitist will never allow your book encryption passwords to leave your devices, and therefore won’t store them anywhere else

	The raw book data provided for your direct encryption audit is exactly what Novelitist stores in the cloud


In our opinion, considering the vast online privacy landscape and its tremendous challenges (and failures), this is a very reasonable leap of faith to make. Were we planning any mischief with your data, we would have never undertaken the considerable effort to implement what we call “absolute privacy,” for your exclusive benefit. It simply wouldn’t have made any sense to add something like this on top of industry-standard practices that we already follow.
We are in the business of serving writers and their needs, including that of absolute privacy. Our reward is retaining your business. That’s our incentive. It dictates that we honor your leap of faith accordingly, by keeping our side of the agreement with utmost stringency.

Finally, a technical word on encryption
We’ve left this for the closing of this topic, as it gets a bit technical and it has little relevance to you, the writer.
The only relevant things for you to know on this topic are that:
	strong encryption is the basis for achieving absolute privacy for your book

	you need to use a strong password (passphrase)


With that in mind, you can skip reading the rest of this chapter.
We encrypt your books directly on your devices using a strong key derived from a password of your choice. Long passwords (passphrases) make the encryption key exponentially harder to guess by an attacker, so make sure to choose a password as long as possible. This is an important first step towards securing your book. While cracking a good password takes centuries or millennia with the current technology, cracking a weak one takes hours at most.
We use validated algorithms with a 256-bit key derived from your password. With the current technology and with the technology of the foreseeable future, realistically, cracking 256-bit encryption by brute force takes trillions of years to achieve (that’s significantly more than the age of the Universe itself, which is “only” 15 billion years). That is to say that 256-bit encryption of a long enough string is virtually unbreakable for all intents and purposes.
Your encrypted books are protected by the implacability of mathematics. As much as they can’t be cracked open by anyone in the world by brute force, they can be instantly revealed to those who have the password — ensure that you’re the only one who does by never revealing it to anyone. Also ensure you’re using a strong password (a long passphrase), or the encryption strength is rendered useless, since your password is easy to attack.




    Install Novelitist on your (mobile) devices
Although it runs in any modern browser, Novelitist can also be installed as a standalone application on your devices (computers and phones), for your greater convenience. This makes for an experience closer to a normal, native application on your device, and has several advantages, chief among which is more screen space, especially on mobiles (no more browser bar and controls to take up space).
Let’s see how you can install Novelitist on several popular devices, from the browser.
Please note that only modern devices, operating systems, and browsers support this mode. If yours don’t, no problem, just keep using Novelitist in your browser, where it’s at home!
Read the following chapters for instructions specific to each device and platform.
Fun fact
This series of articles about installing Novelitist as a standalone app was written on four devices (a Windows PC, a Mac, an Android phone, and an iPhone) synchronized seamlessly. The guide corresponding to each device type was written on that device itself.
Such is the power of a Novelitist writer.🧙‍♂


    Install Novelitist on your Windows PC
To install Novelitist as a native app on your PC, follow these steps:

	Install the Chrome browser, if you’re not using it already.

	Using Chrome, go to https://my.novelitist.com

	Find the Install Novelitist icon at the rightmost side of your browser’s URL bar and click it:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Click this icon to install Novelitist as an app.
	You will be prompted to confirm this action:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Click “Install”
	You’ll be immediately moved to a desktop app that looks like this (if you want to uninstall it, simply use the menu in the image below):
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Novelitist now runs as a standalone Windows app, outside the browser!
	You’ll notice a Novelitist shortcut on your desktop, and that Novelitist shows up in the Start Menu search:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Novelitist now behaves just like a regular Windows app.




    Install Novelitist on your Mac
Safari does not support this feature, so to install Novelitist as a native app on your Mac, you must use Chrome. Follow these steps:
	Install the Chrome browser, if you’re not using it already.

	Using Chrome, go to https://my.novelitist.com

	Find the Install Novelitist icon at the rightmost side of your browser’s URL bar and click it:


[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Click this icon to install Novelitist as an app.	You will be prompted to confirm this action:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Click “Install”
	You’ll be immediately moved to a desktop app that looks like this (if you want to uninstall it, simply use the menu in the image below):
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Novelitist now runs as a standalone Mac app, outside the browser!
	The Novelitist app now appears in your Finder:


[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Novelitist now behaves just like a regular Mac app.


    Install Novelitist on your Android phone
Installing Novelitist on your Android phone is as simple as it gets.
	Install Chrome for Android.

	Open https://my.novelitist.com in Chrome

	You should be prompted to add Novelitist to your home screen:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Touch the prompt. Touch it!
	Here comes the confirmation message:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Press “Install,” obviously…
	Wait for the install process to complete.

	That’s it! Now you can find Novelitist in your app drawer, add it to your home screen (if the install process hasn’t already), and generally use it as you would a normal native app. Happy writing!




    Install Novelitist on your iPhone or iPad
Follow these steps to install Novelitist as a standalone app on your Apple handheld device (iPhone or iPad):

	Open https://my.novelitist.com in your Safari browser. You must use Safari for this to work on these devices.

	 Open the Safari menu, and press “Add to Home Screen”:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Open Novelitist in Safari, then press that middle button.[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Press “Add to Home Screen”
	This will install Novelitist as an app that you can open from your Home Screen, and it looks like this:
[image: https://firebasestorage.googleapis.com/v0/b/novelitist.appspot.com/o/dpLfAY1wDvSrk1K3cres91KBs5T2%2F]Note that the browser controls are gone–more space for your writing.
	You’re done, start writing!




    Best practices
To ensure a smooth and painless experience with writing and publishing your books, please try to abide by the following best practices:
Backup your books often
Get into the habit of backing up your books on your computer as a matter of routine. This ensures that no matter what happens to Novelitist and your relationship with it, you have your work about yourself at all times. Backup often.
Don't hold back on sections
Create as many sections as you need, to stay organized. Furthermore, very large bodies of text don't work very well in browser-based rich text editors. Split long text into multiple sections to boost performance when editing.
Don't stay offline too long
As a modern web application, Novelitist is offline-resilient, but not offline-first. Don't take your laptop to the woods for a month offline. The best strategy there is to disconnect completely if you're after a digital-free diet, and go full analog: use pen and paper. Save that, use an offline, desktop app editor. Copy your work into Novelitist when you're back in civilization.
 


    Working offline
While Novelitist allows you to work offline occasionally, such as when you're on a plane or have otherwise temporarily lost internet connectivity, it is not a classic desktop application, so it works optimally while connected to the internet. There are certain caveats and limitations to working offline, which should be seen as a temporary activity.
Working offline limitations
There are certain limitations and caveats to working offline, please be aware of them to safeguard your work.
You are unable to sign-in offline
You can only sign-in while online. This means that if you sign-out while offline, you will not be able to sign-in again until you go back online. If you are not signed in, you cannot write.
Some books are not available offline
The books you have not recently open will not be available offline. To make a book available offline, simply open it while online.
Snapshots are not available offline
You cannot load or save section snapshots while offline. Your file backups performed while offline will not include your snapshots.
Images are not available offline
Most images and other graphics in your content are not available while offline and will appear as missing.
Export to Word (.docx) and PDF is not available offline
Exporting your book as a Word (.docx) or PDF file is only available online, because it cannot be done in the browser, on your device. We have to convert your books on our servers, which means you must be online.
Some themes are not available offline
Themes that you haven't used before while online will not be available offline.
User profile offline limitations
Most user profile settings will not work offline.
Other limitations
There may be some limitations that are unforeseen at this time. The only offline activities guaranteed to work well are writing and backing your book up on your computer. Any other complex operation should be deferred until you are back online.
Working offline checklist
Please go through the following checklist if you plan (or estimate that you will be forced) to work offline:
	Sign-in while online

	Do not sign-out while offline

	Open the book you plan to work on while still online

	Backup the book as a file of your computer before going offline

	Do not clear your browser's data while offline

	Go back online as soon as possible to sync your changes




    Ad blockers
As per the User Agreement, Novelitist does not serve targeted ads from third-party providers. Here are some relevant excerpts:

We operate on the basic principle that advertising is nefarious, especially interest-based (targeted) advertising. We firmly reject all forms of targeted advertising that would require our users to be tracked by third parties. Therefore all cookies we use are needed by us and our business partners, to make the app itself work (e.g. cloud providers, logging, analytics). This is the same for any other data we collect from you, which we keep to the absolute minimum required for the app to work and be improved over time.


Cookies and similar technologies: Most Web browsers are set to accept cookies by default. If you prefer, you can usually choose to set your browser to remove cookies and to reject cookies. If you choose to remove cookies or reject cookies, this could affect certain features or services of our Website, and may prevent you from using the services. We do not knowingly endorse interest-based advertising on our Website, therefore we do not use cookies to this end.


Do you serve targeted advertising?
Novelitist Global SRL has a strict policy against externally-enabled target-based (interest-based) advertising that would require third-party cookies to track our users. We do not knowingly deliver this type of ads. Novelitist Global SRL may offer adverts and promotions from third-parties, tailored to the general characteristics of our userbase, but never as a result of tracking individual users by means of third-party cookies.


This means there is no need to enable your ad blocker (we recommend uBlock Origin, plus Ghostery for good measure — both tested with Chrome on Novelitist). 
We do however collect anonymous analytics (usage data) in order to debug problems and improve the app, which is something an ad block can get in the way of. Even that wouldn't be a problem.
Alas, we've noticed that ad blockers may occasionally get in the way of the app's normal operation, resulting in errors. If you insist on keeping your ad block active on Novelitist, and you see otherwise unexplained errors, please try disabling the ad blocker and see if that fixes the issues.



    Limitations
This user guide is a bit lacking in truisms, so here's one: Novelitist is not perfect. That means even the grand design that is Novelitist does have some limitations, all stemming from today’s technogy constraints.
Under normal circumstances, and with normal usage, you won't ever hit these limits, or if you do, they can be circumvented in other ways. That being said, here they are:
Section size limit
Any section must be under 1 MB in size. Before you get worried about that, know that the text version of Tolstoy's War and Peace novel in its over a thousand-page entirety is about 3MB in size, so you need to write about one third of War and Peace into a single section before you reach this limit.
The workaround is obvious: Split your work into multiple sections. It's good practice, and in the published book the sections are stitched together seamlessly anyway.
Image size limits
Uploaded images must be under 5 MB in size. However, although that should be enough for most purposes, we do acknowledge that some people may need larger images, so this limit is under consideration.
Backups do not include images
Your images used in a book are not downloaded as part of a book backup, you need to re-upload them if they were deleted along with the book.
Working offline limitations
Please see the Working Offline section for details.



    Subscription & Payment
Please read below for information about subscribing to Novelitist and payment options.
Subscribing to Novelitist
The way to benefit fully from what Novelitist has to offer is to purchase a subscription, for which you can pay monthly, or yearly (you get two months a year for free with the latter). At this time, Novelitist offers a single subscription tier, which gives you the full package.
Free trial
We offer a free 14-day trial to all first-time customers, and we require that a credit card be provided to enroll for the trial. This is standard industry practice to avoid abuse and filter out casual users. When the trial period ends, if you don't cancel your subscription, your credit card will be charged automatically, at the respective billing interval (monthly or yearly), until you cancel it.
Payment
We process your payment for the Novelitist subscription via our partner, Stripe. Stripe operates a well-known, reputable internet payments infrastructure, used by millions of businesses and their customers.
We do not store any of your credit card data on Novelitist. It is only stored, with fintech-grade security, by our specialized partner, Stripe. Please visit their site to read more about it.
Stripe also hosts your Customer Portal, which you can access directly from your Novelitist account (My Account > Subscription). That's where you can upgrade or cancel your subscription, at any time.
Canceling your subscription
You can cancel your subscription at any time, no question asked.
If you decide to completely delete your Novelitist account, your customer data saved by our payments provider (Stripe) will be deleted as well, along with any data you keep on Novelitist. We believe you are the only real custodian of your information, so we really and permanently delete it when you tell us to, all of it.
Troubleshooting
Should you have any inquiries about the subscription and payment, or you run into any trouble in these matters, please don't hesitate to contact us using the in-app Feedback form, or by writing to us at sales@novelitist.com
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You have 13 days left to write 5,235 more words, which you will achieve at your current pace of 1,953 words/day. At this rate,
you'll finish on Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 3 days from now. That's 10 days before your deadline (Sunday, Apr 24th 2022).

Here's a breakdown of how you fare:

Book word count geal: 15,000 words

Deadline: Sunday, Apr 24th 2022, in 13 days

Theoretical finish date: Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 10 days before your deadline
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Words left to write: 5235

Average pace: 1,953 words/day

Required pace: 403 words/day
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Why Novelitist?

No two writers are the same. Some folk is quick
to define and prescribe what a writer is or how a
writer should write, which method he should
adopt, or how she should do this or that in order
to achieve that 70,000 words goal.

These prescriptions don't fit all, or if they do,
they are so general as to be useless, much like
astrology. This is a problem for those who
venture into the business of building writing
tools that are more than a ballpoint pen - and
even that simple tool may be subjected to
endless hairsplitting.

It's a problem because those adventurers
must strike a balance between prescribing how
to do things and remaining flexible enough so
that such prescriptions do not become laws set
in stone that cannot be circumvented by the
most particular, or the quirkiest, or the most
pedantic of writers.

On one hand, who are we to say what's quirky
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Tips:

YYou write mostly during the evening

Period Hours
M Morning (6:00-11:59) 0(0%)
W Afternoon (12:00-17:59) 0 (0%)
M Evening (18:00-20:59) 0 (0%)

M Night (21:00-5:59) 0(0%)

Words
0(0%)

584 (6%)
9,355 (93%)

103 (1%)

Write when you wake up, when your brain is still close to R-mode—usually early in the morning.

Edit when you're fully alert, on your L-mode mind.
If your progress is poor, try writing during a different time of the day.
If what you're doing works, keep at it
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@ This book is encrypted

Encrypted books can only be opened on your devices with
the password you set, while w
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r-based, e-book authoring solution that lets you work from

anizing and safeguarding your work, pushing you to write, and
ifyour labor: the finished book.

non-fiction, you can start from scratch and finish with an e-

boc |in any online store, or downloaded free if you so choose.
Wh ublish your book on the web, even as a micro-site, with just a
few

W

Everybody knows the answer to this one. However, here we define what a book is in the
context of Novelitist.

In the Novelitist app, a book is similar to the real thing: a distinct, self-contained body of
work that is meant to be published and read. In that respect, a book in Novelitist is just a
book.

The difference is, Novelitist also adds a few things to this "book” notion, which is relevant

v Hhe writine mhaca: cartinm mAanamement Arranioatinn cnorial cortinne (charartore
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B The Novelitist User Guide ope . . - .
B oo Install Novelitist on your (mobile) devices 13 Co e
print..
13 About Novelitist Although it runs in any modern browser, Novelitist can also be installed as a native application on your devices, for your greater convenience. This makes for an P
experience closer to a normal application on your device. ot
D Why Novelitist? Let's see how you can install Novelitist on several popular devices. Please note that only modern devices, operating systems, and browsers support this mode. If they ast-
[ System Requirements don't, well, just keep using Novelitist in your browser, where it's at home! Edit
o [ Privacy o, .
o Install Novelitist on your Windows PC
Spelling © B Writing Your book ® 13 minutes spent writing today.

To install Novelitist as a native app on your PC, follow these steps:
© B Organizing Your book
©> B Extra Tools 1. Install the Chrome browser, if you're not using it already. Section Status
2. Using Chrome, go to https://my.novelitist.com
3. Find the Install Novelitist icon at the rightmost side of your browser's URL bar and click it: Deadline: Status:

Select status ~

© m Exporting your book
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D Install as Standalone App
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[ Subscription & Payment
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™ Private
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The Death of Paracelsus

W:te vsra:’:ii”'\j;ner “I am none other than the remarkable |Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von
o Hoher?he|m " said thé doctorr. “I was born in| Egg an der Sihl, some years ago.”
"Unimpressed,” whispered| Death |
O Chapter Two "Well, you should be, | Taker of Souls), for | have conceived many a way to delay your arrival.
Death | cracked its jaw. “Regardless, it's time.| Charon |awaits.”
Paracelsus | looked up at the gathering clouds, then back into | Death [s bottomless eyesockets.

D Chapter Three
> @ Back Matter

Q(h v*;::i:zs He sighed. It sounded like a whine.
a2 - © et “So be it," he said after a while. “Let there be no doubt that | always said ‘No’ to you, even on
Spelling ® Charon this olne last occamonﬁ"
® > s Places “Fair,” the|Reaper |agreed. “Now let us carry on.”
Recover 5 63 Research From afar, on the bank of the | Dark River) blurred by mist, the |boatman] raised an arm. The
a > @ deas doctor | waved back. "Well, it's time, | suppose,” he said.

Manage e i y )
anag & Trash Itis, it's time for you to cross the| Styx ,"| Death | confirmed.
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When the gleaming bulk of (Seedling-457B) came into being in a patch of cold
darkness, the electronic silence stretched for millions of Tlight-years in all
directions, undisturbed by any deep-space scanners setting off alarms somewhere.
There were no wake-on-arrival beams to sweep the vessel and wake it up, a lack which
would leave its inhabitants asleep for another two hundred Earth-years, adrift in
the boundless void between the planets they had hoped to reach before it was too
late for their so-called mission to accomplish anything. In the normal course of
things, the (Seedling) would careen through the night for a while, until all self-
checks were complete and all elemental stores replenished, than resume its pre-
charted navigation through the graph overlaying ten galaxies, node by node, pausing
to probe and be detected, then moving on when nothing happened, as it had been the
case for decades.

Radhu) thought of that, and of the perils of another timed awakening in the
wilderness outside the graph, while watching videos of the pretty Goldilocks a mere
million clicks away, broadcast a few weeks ago by his probes, now on their way back,
filled with samples of everything they’d encountered, in the earth, water and sky.
He Tlooked at clouds, forestry and oceans, and imagined this was how it must have
been, a thousand years before their departure, back on the dirty yellow ball.

The preliminary assessments, in the form of simple field tests, with results sent
back remotely, promised a compatible atmosphere. If the proper lab validated this,
and he saw no reason why it wouldn’t, there remained only the other, minor things,
such as impromptu hurricanes of unspeakable devastation potential, wuncannily
efficient predators, or unexplained bouts of radiation in Tlethal amounts, and
everything in between, everything that, by missing or existing, kept them aboard,
ever seeking.
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@ You're on track

You have 13 days left to write 5,234 more words, which you will achieve at your current pace of 1,947 words/day. At this rate,
you'll finish on Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 2 days from now. That's 10 days before your deadline (Sunday, Apr 24th 2022).

Here's a breakdown of how you fare:
Book word count goal: 15,000 words

Deadline: Sunday, Apr 24th 2022, in 13 days

Theoretical finish date: Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 10 days before your deadline
Words written: 9,766

Words left to write: 5234

Average pace: 1,947 words/day

Required pace: 403 words/day

Hide breakdown

Your progress

Book progress Words written Time spent writing Show goals Scale: [RI Week | Month | Year ‘
I Book word count per day Words written per day Hours spent writing per day
16,000 10
Book word count goal
15,000 words 0o
14,000
08
12,000
24
10,000
06
T
5000 05 2
@
04
6000
03
4000
02
2000
Writing goal o1
200 wordsiday
0 =80
Feb 181 2022 Mar 15t 2022 Apr 8ih 2022 Apr oth 2022 Apr 10h 2022
Timeline (daily)
Goal tracking
GOALS Word goal hits Time goal hits
Hourly n/a n/a
Daily 80% n/:
a PO
200 words « hrs You're hitting your goals
consistently
Weekl
eekly n/a n/a Well done, keep doing what you're
words « hrs .
doing!
Monthly
words « hrs e e
Yearly
words « hrs e e
You average 1947 words per day
Word count averages Your best
’ Words/hour: 9,737 Day: Friday, Feb 18th 2022 (8,090 words)
Words/day: 1,947 Week: Sunday, Feb 13th 2022 (8,090 words)
Total written Words/week: 2,434 Month: February 2022 (8,090 words)
9,737 words
Words/month: 3,246 Year: 2022 (9,737 words)
Words/year: 9,737
Time averages Your best
® Hours/day: 0 Day: Saturday, Apr 9th 2022 (0 hours)
. Hours/week: 0 Week: Sunday, Apr 3rd 2022 (0 hours)
Total time
Olkrre Hours/month: 0 Month: April 2022 (0 hours)
Hours/year: 0 Year: 2022 (0 hours)
YYou write mostly during the evening
Period Hours Words
M Morning (6:00-11:59) 0 (0%) 0(0%)
M Afternoon (12:00-17:59) 0 (0%) 584 (6%)
M Evening (18:00-20:59) 0 (0%) 9,153 (94%)
W Night (21:00-5:59) 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
Tips:

o Write when you wake up, when your brain is still close to R-mode—usually early in the morning.
o Editwhen you're fully alert, on your L-mode mind.

o If your progress is poor, try writing during a different time of the day.

o If what you're doing works, keep at it!
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The Death of Paracelsus

2 v B Manuscript

1> @ Front Matter
0
D chapter Two

D Chapter Three

1> @ Back Matter
V 482 Characters
® Paracelsus
® Death
@® charon
V o8 Places

Q Egg an der Sihl
9 styx
Q AlEteria

“I 'am none other than the remarkable |Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von

Hohenheim|" said the |doctor | "I was born in|Egg an der Sihl, some years ago.”
“Unimpressed,” whispered | Death |

“Well, you should be, | Taker of Souls} for | have conceived mar your arrival.”

Death | cracked its jaw. “Regardless, it's time.| Charon | awaits.”

Paracelsus |looked up at the gathering clouds, then back into Charon less eyesockets.
He sighed. It sounded like a whine [ chorecte]

“So be it,” he said after a while. “Let there be no doubt that I _ to you, even on

iew details

this one last occasion.”

@& Edit character

“Fair,” the | Reaper | agreed. “Now let us carry on.”

From afar, on the bank of the | Dark River) blurred by mist, the \boa!ban raised an arm. The

[ doctor |waved back. “Well, it's time, | suppose,” he said

“Itis, it's time for you to cross the | Styx,"|Death confirmed
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Total written
9,962 words

C)

Total time

0 hours

You average 1992 words per day

Word count averages

Words/hour: 9,962
Words/day: 1,992
Words/week: 2,491
Words/month: 3,321

Words/year: 9,962

Time averages
Hours/day: 0
Hours/week: 0
Hours/month: 0

Hours/year: 0

Your best

Day: Friday, Feb 18th 2022 (8,090 words)
Week: Sunday, Feb 13th 2022 (8,090 words)
Moenth: February 2022 (8,090 words)

Year: 2022 (9,962 words)

Your best

Day: Saturday, Apr Sth 2022 (0 hours)
Week: Sunday, Apr 3rd 2022 (0 hours)
Menth: April 2022 (0 hours)

Year: 2022 (0 hours)
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@® You've missed your deadline

You are 7 days past your deadline and you still need to write 5,227 more words. At this rate, you'll finish on Wednesday, Apr
13th 2022, 3 days from now. That's 9 days after your deadline (Monday, Apr 4th 2022).

There's no other way around this: either write more, or downgrade your book word count and deadline ambitions.

Here's a breakdown of how you fare:

Book word count goal: 15,000 words

Deadline: Monday, Apr 4th 2022, 6 days ago

Theoretical finish date: Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 9 days after your deadline
Words written: 9,773

Words left to write: 5227

Average pace: 1,955 words/day

Hide breakdown
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Characters ~
Story
e ® Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim
a ® Death Name:
Search ® Charon Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim @
AR ® Enter this character’s full name.
09 Places v

Aliases:

Paracelsus; doctor;

Separate aliases with a semicolon

Track as:

(Philippus) (Aureolus) (Theophrastus | (Bombastus ) (Hohenheim  (Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von

Hohenheim | | Paracelsus | [ doctor |
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This

I be trax

Pictures:






OEBPS/images/01c57f2e5b0b950947e48c0892d153e7.png
Novelitist

Appinfo & mynoveitetcom

[iV Novelitist B My Books

Copy URL

Openin Chrome

Uninstall Novelitist...

V B The Novelitist User Guide Zoom - toow - o
- o

B 12 Book Work Tracking o s

= Find... Ctrl+F

D About Novelitist

D Why Novelitist?

[ System Requirements Goal  Setgoal

D Privacy
1> B Writing Your book

> 8 Organizing Your book | h
V I Extra Tools Section Status

D Work Tracking

® 9 minutes spent writing today.

B Ssection Metadata
D Text Statistics & Goals

[ snapshots

ovelitist

D Visual Themes
1> B Exporting your book O
V B Miscellanea d
DO Install as Standalone App S e r U I e
D Best Practices
D Working Offline
D Ad Blockers
D Limitations
[ subscription & Payment.
| Known Issues.
> Private
@ ideas

@ Trash





OEBPS/images/474c678488c456d0035de36cb456f15f.png
[iV Novelitist B My Books

A Better World

OpeTUIness and in more frequen

v . .
W:'ts B My Novel enthusiastic about each rogue stop on their star path, but he could never stifle the hope I~ Book Work Tracking
V I Front Matter completely, and every time he was brought back he thought, against experience and better
e 0 Half Title judgment, that this was going to be it & Section Status
I Why wat for civilization to wake us up and draw us in, he reasoned while pacing the
Dritle narrow, tall corridor in purring semi-darkness, if their civilization is what we're trying to Section Statistics & Goals
e D Dedication avoid. Shouldn't we be looking for lost, side-effect worlds that the Diaspora Movement
o may have inadvertently produced or failed to acknowledge, places that had somehow
D Epigraph ' v pr ) 9 P P Section Versions
., 08 slipped through the cracks in the graphing system
g D Foreword “We should,” Naima would agree, he knew it, because that was their script. “As long as ) Bttt
0 preface its you who wakes up and do the works, and then wake me when you're sure of i ection Snapshots
would add after the sixth fruitless attempt.
D introduction “Or just point us back to the epicenter, and wait for a wake-on-arrival beam, at least B New snapshot name
D Prologue then, when we wake up, we know it won't be for nothing,” she had suggested after the
e prelude eleventh, when he had been so bloody sure of it, that with childish enthusiasm and adult Hide automatic snapshots
carelessness he had woke her up before validating the samples in the big lab — something
D) he did do, however, a bit later on when, upon taking the Seedling into the lower original
P 9 9
D Awaiting results atmosphere, attempting to open an intake hatch to finally feel the wind in his face, resulted May 6 2022, 10,0535 PM

in the never heard before “Incompatible outside medium!” message, repeated in the

Planet is Di
D Planet is Diasporan computer's most urgent female voice, accompanying the door's refusal to open. It had

@ section Metadata

D Awaking Naima tumed out that the one probe he'd sent had been defective, something that should have
D) Naima is up never happened, something they'd called a never-event during training.
This time, telemetry display informed the man that ninety-seven hours would pass until  Description:
DO En route to planet the probes arrived back on board, their samples ready for validation and further testing A rich text section.
D Crash He'd sent two of them, both fully diagnosed, reagent kits replaced with fresh ones before

dispatch. There were four probes in total, left of the initial eight. Sending two risked losing

> I Action
< both, putting them yet another step away from their dream of freedom. If the final two






OEBPS/images/fbe52890d59a61b6a90b974dfc32bd14.png
Al Apps  Documents Web  More v T P e

Best match

Novelitist

App
Search the web
P nov - see web results > e
Documents
f  novelitist-user-guide (1).epub > Cf open
/  novelitist-user-guide.epub > C3 Run as administrator
Folders B open file location
B noveliist-data.Ink > =
# novelitist-user-guide.zip > By

Tl uninstall

B novelitist-user-guide >





OEBPS/images/35580b84d99f90029b21cf9a231947ea.jpeg
() & my.novelitist.com/library (3 3

[m & Feedback @

© New book & Open X Restore

Novelitist User Guide

by
The Novelijtist

Tuesday, February 8, 2022

m Add Novelitist to Home screen X





OEBPS/images/02909f8fbd1aac48211226a0987221c4.png
[\V Novelitist B My Books

=
Spelling

®

Recover

Manage

The Death of Paracelsus

Track story elements

Track predefined characters, places, etc. in the editor.

42 Characters v
1% Places v

“l am none other than the remarkable Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von
Hohenheim,” said the doctor. I was born in Egg an der Sihl, some years ago.”

"Unimpressed,” whispered Death.

"Well, you should be, Taker of Souls, for | have conceived many a way to delay your arrival.”

Death cracked its jaw. "Regardless, it's time. Charon awaits.”

Paracelsus looked up at the gathering clouds, then back into Death’s bottomless eyesockets. He
sighed. It sounded like a whine.

“So be it,” he said after a while. “Leﬂ there be no doubt that | always said ‘No’ to you, even on
this one last occasion.”

"Fair,” the Reaper agreed. “Now let us carry on.”

From afar, on the bank of the Dark River, blurred by mist, the boatman raised an arm. The doctor
waved back. "Well, it's time, | suppose,” he said.

"It is, it's time for you to cross the Styx,” Death confirmed.
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For a long time | used to go to bed early. Sometimes, when | had put out my
candle, my eyes would close so quickly that | had not even time to say "I'm
going to sleep.” And half an hour later the thought that it was time to go to
sleep would awaken me; | would try to put away the book which, | imagined,
was still in my hands, and to blow out the light; | had been thinking all the
time, while | was asleep, of what | had just been reading, but my thoughts had
run into a channel of their own, until | myself seemed actually to have become
the subject of my book: a church, a quartet, the rivalry between Francois | and
Charles V.
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When the gleaming bulk of Seedling-457B‘ came into being in a patch of cold darkness, the electronic silence
stretched for millions of light-years in all directions, undisturbed by any deep-space scanners setting off alarms

somewhere. There were no wake-on-arrival beams to sweep the vessel and wake it up, a lack which would leave its
inhabitants asleep for another two hundred Earth-years, adrift in the boundless void between the planets they had
hoped to reach before it was too late for their so-called mission to accomplish anything. In the normal course of
things, the 'Seedling would careen through the night for a while, until all self-checks were complete and all
elemental stores replenished, than resume its pre-charted navigation through the graph overlaying ten galaxies,
node by node, pausing to probe and be detected, then moving on when nothing happened, as it had been the case
for decades.

Radhu ) thought of that, and of the perils of another timed awakening in the wilderness outside the graph, while
watching videos of the pretty Goldilocks a mere million clicks away, broadcast a few weeks ago by his probes, now
on their way back, filled with samples of everything they’d encountered, in the earth, water and sky. He looked at
clouds, forestry and oceans, and imagined this was how it must have been, a thousand years before their departure,
back on the dirty yellow ball.

The preliminary assessments, in the form of simple field tests, with results sent back remotely, promised a
compatible atmosphere. If the proper lab validated this, and he saw no reason why it wouldn't, there remained only
the other, minor things, such as impromptu hurricanes of unspeakable devastation potential, uncannily efficient
predators, or unexplained bouts of radiation in lethal amounts, and everything in between, everything that, by
missing or existing, kept them aboard, ever seeking.
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@ This book is encrypted

Encrypted books can only be opened on your devices with
the password you set, while we store them as gibberish.

This is exactly how your book is stored on our servers. It can only
be decrypted by you, on your devices, with the password you've
set and only you know. Never reveal your passwords!

(TSZMTAIrQMnN+pTE0722GS2QMBr34we

iL4Xz+6TkffhhWz8NY6uQGXWB6xleK5diNziqonr8
RoFvWx/LjT3KqNdMRfaukPt13ubxTkbhsyelA+w8br/9/heYf
kPox9uyVQiTa+QaSt/H5gaP+WZEGmmNUdOQTUNgyluUlh
sePalIZaHPdBUhGOI11wSPjUK//DOEZIT2/tjdxocKivCc0CaG
OBHT7U67mevLRmTBllagviS4ExakrnUsxabnksUHKJWT3ZIO
1SXwAv/4afroiDGRMJKGEGS7iDoGUIS95/+ WPyjBW2PVTMaL.
4IX0tlfGpxV'1e9hn3SwPOiiXXaGBOCbgMha3s6InVIVBPPW 1L
spphxv1r2CrzaesTnzzvwlAmKU3KgOQMnJ4bz/6VI+mHqZA
+Vek16ldWgdkxZBHKWkPz6b47ejx3lluxu3TvmRjToia30s8je
71VKoYO19bRr1rve31GdDAfUFgANXINIW =+ NnXkigheNmhh
jPmgeZp6xyp1wud0caxihC61efq6sI3089VIVXKEGPIVYSHSRC
FtK+1cTili+NTA: 11652266123272,"id""b66324b2-

Download this data

See any readable data? Try encrypting the book again.

Encrypt again
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@ You'll miss your deadline

You have no time left and you still need to write 5,224 more words. At this rate, you'll finish on Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 3
days from now. That's 2 days after your deadline (Monday, Apr 11th 2022).

To finish on time, you need to write at least 5,224 words per day. That's 3,271 more words/day compared to your average of
1953,

You need these goals to finish on time: 5,300 words/day

goals now.

There's no other way around this: either write more, or downgrade your book word count and deadline ambitions.

Here's a breakdown of how you fare:

Book word count geal: 15,000 words

Deadline: Monday, Apr 11th 2022, in a few seconds

Theoretical finish date: Wednesday, Apr 13th 2022, 2 days after your deadline
Words written: 9,776

Words left to write: 5224

Average pace: 1,953 words/day

Required pace: 5,224 words/day

Hide breakdown
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It's all turned to dust, but a fine powder covering the greatest apparatus ever
conceived. Its greatness meant that it's never supposed to stop running, and it never
did. Under the fine particles that all things organic have returned to, including the
cobwebs that still lingered a mere two centuries ago, faint, but visible, lights flicker,
engines whir, and pipes clunk, cold and careless in wait for the breath to warm them,
for the hand to wipe them clean and return them to their purpose.
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“I am none other than the remarkable |Philippus Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von
Hohenheim " said the doctorr. “I was born in| Egg an der Sihl, some years ago.”

"Unimpressed,” whispered| Death |

"Well, you should be, | Taker of Souls), for | have conceived many a way to delay your arrival.

Death | cracked its jaw. “Regardless, it's time.| Charon |awaits.”

Paracelsus | looked up at the gathering clouds, then back into | Death [s bottomless eyesockets.
He sighed. It sounded like a whine.

“So be it," he said after a while. “Let there be no doubt that | always said ‘No’ to you, even on

this one last occasion.”

"Fair,” the| Reaper | agreed. "Now let us carry on.”

From afar, on the bank of the | Dark River, blurred by mist, the |boatman | raised an arm. The
doctor | waved back. “"Well, it's time, | suppose,” he said.

“Itis, it's time for you to cross the| Styx,"| Death | confirmed.
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“Well, you should be, | Taker of Souls ) for | have conceived many a way to delay your arrival.”
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The hills across the valley of the Ebro’ were long and white. On this side there
was no shade and no trees and the station was between two lines of rails in
the sun. Close against the side of the station there was the warm shadow of
the building and a curtain, made of strings of bamboo beads, hung across the
open door into the bar, to keep out flies. The American and the girl with him
sat at a table in the shade, outside the building. It was very hot and the
express from Barcelona would come in forty minutes. It stopped at this
junction for two minutes and went on to Madrid.
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